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RUSSIA'S  POLITICAL  SITUATION,   1905-1906
MY appointment to the post of Minister of Foreign
Affairs took place in the month of May, 1906,
and coincided with the opening of the first Douma*
1 was a                ds carriers aad? from the time that 1
entered the service of the State3 I had been concerned
solely with Its exterior relations. But, In October of
the year before^ certain circumstances had led me to
take an active part in the domestic affairs of Russia,
and this was not without Influence upon the decision
of Emperor Nicholas to entrust me with the direction
of my country's foreign policy.
The circumstances to which I have referred were, In
part, as follows:
I waSj at the time,, Minister Plenipotentiary at Copen-
hagen* having been transferred from Tokio In 1905,
about a year before the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese
War. This post was considered a very desirable one,
In the diplomatic world, by reason of the close relation-
ship of the Danish royal family with several European
courts and the long and frequent visits that the Czar
and the King of England were In the habit of making
at Copenhagen. The German Emperor, too, was fond
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